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INTERACTIVE

Opening Remarks of FTC Chairwoman Edith Ramirez
Privacy and the IoT: Navigating Policy Issues
International Consumer Electronics Show

Las Vegas, Nevada % | e t
January 6, 2015 . . . awearaby,
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Good afternoon. [ would like to thank the Consumer Electronics Association for inviting
me to lead off today’s discussion on protecting privacy in the emerging era of the Internet of
Things.

I'was delighted to have the oppertunity to tour the CES “show floor” this morning — the
exhibits showcasing new connected products, services. and technologies certainly confirm that
the ToT has arrived. Whether it is a remote valet parking assistant. which allows drivers to get
ot of their cars and remotely guide their empty car to a parking spot; a new fashionable bracelet
that allows consumers to check their texts and see reviews of nearby restaurants; or smart
glucose meters, which make glucose readings accessible both to those afflicted with diabetes and
their doctors. the ToT has the potential to transform our daily lives. Tust looking around this

room. T can see smart health bands everywhere, tracking our steps and movements in the hopes

of fulfilling our New Year s resolutions.

As we embark on a new year, observers have made a number of predictions for the IoT.

We are told that, in 2015, the world will have 25 billion connected devices; " the number of

smart home devices will reach nearly 25 miftion:* and ToT software platforms will “become the
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1. Dave Evans, , Cisco Internet Business Solutions GRP. (IBSG) “The Internet of Things™, April 2011
2. JosephBradley, et al., Cisco, White paper “Embracing the Internet of Everything To Capture Your Share of

$14.4 Trillion”, 2013
3. VisionMobile, June, 2014
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